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MAIL STOP: AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The references cited on attached Form PTO-1449 are being called to the attention of the Examiner. 
Copies of the cited references: 

LJ Are enclosed herewith. 

El Are not enclosed in accordance with the waiver dated July 1 1, 2003, whereby patent 
applications filed after June 30, 2003 and international applications that have entered the national stage under 
35 U.S.C. § 371 after June 30, 2003 need not submit copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications. 

□ Are not enclosed, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d), because the references were 

submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in prior application Serial No. filed _ 

, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 

El To the best of applicants' belief, the pertinence of the foreign-language references are 
believed to be summarized in the attached English abstracts and in the figures, although applicants do not 
necessarily vouch for the accuracy of the translation. 

Examiner's attention is drawn to the following co-pending applications, a copy of which is 

being submitted: 

U.S. Patent Applications Serial Nos. 10/455,541, filed June 4, 2003; 09/735,721, filed December 13, 
2000; and 10/455,575, filed June 4, 2003, all to Abrams. 




"EXPRESS MAIL" MAILING LABEL NUMBER^ EV368075075US 
DATE OF DEPOSIT: J~ £ f-O 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING 
DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
"EXPRESS MAIL POST OFFICE TO ADDRESSEE" SERVICE 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.10 ON THE DATE INDICATED ABOVE AND IS 
ADDRESSfD-TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PAT^NJS, P.O. BOX 
1450. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450. 




Submission of the above information is not intended as an admission that any item is citable under the 
statutes or rules to support a rejection, that any item disclosed represents analogous art, or that those skilled in 
the art would refer to or recognize the pertinence of any reference without the benefit of hindsight, nor should 
an inference be drawn as to the pertinence of the references based on the order in which they are presented. 
Submission of this statement should not be taken as an indication that a search has been conducted, or that no 
better art exists. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited information be expressly considered during the prosecution of 
this application and the references made of record therein. 



FEES 



IXI 


37 CFR 1.97(b): No fee is believed due in connection with this submission, because the information disclosure statement 
submitted herewith is satisfies one of the following conditions ("X" indicates satisfaction): 

D Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued prosecution 
application under 37 CFR 1.53(d), or 

CD Within three months of the date of entry into the national stage of an international application as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.491 or 

iiii 

lAl Before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, or 

D Before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 
37 CFR 1.114. 

Although no fee is believed due, if any fee is deemed due in connection with this submission, please charge such fee to 
Deposit Account 19-1970. 


□ 


37 CFR 1.97(c): The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being filed after all the above conditions (37 
CFR 1 .97(b)), but before the mailing date of one of the following conditions: 

(1) a final action under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 13 or 

(2) a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. 1.31 1, or 

(3) an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by: 

D A Certification (below) as specified by 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e). Although no fee is believed due, if any fee is 
deemed due in connection with this submission, please charge such fee to Deposit Account 19-1970. 

OR 

D A check in the amount of $1 80.00 for the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 7(p) for submission of an 
information disclosure statement. Please credit any overpayment or charge any underpayment to Deposit Account No. 19- 
1970. 





Certification (37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)) 
(Applicable only if checked) 

The undersigned certifies that: 

CD Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

LJ A copy of the communication from the foreign patent office is enclosed. 

OR 

i— j rxu liciii ui uiiuniiaiiuii cuiudiiicu in uiib mioi iiidnon QisLiosure siaiemeni was ciieci in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in 
this Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) 
more than more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e)(2). 


□ 


37 CFR 1.97(d): This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the period specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(c). 

n This information Disclosure Statement includes a Certification (below) as specified by 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e) 

AND 

n Applicants hereby requests consideration of the reference(s) disclosed herein. Enclosed is the fee in the 
amount of $ 1 80.00 under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 7(p). Please credit any overpayment or charge any underpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 19-1970. Election to pay the fee should not be taken as an indication that applicant(s) cannot execute a 
certification. 



Date: ^ ££2fl> l f 
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Respectfully submitted, 



SHERIDAN ROSS P.C. 




Registration No. 37,739 
1560 Broadway, Suite 1200 
Denver, Colorado 80202-5141 
(303) 863-9700 
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FORM PTO-1 449 U.S. DEPftRWrteNT OF COMMERCE 

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
4811-9-CON 


SERIAL NO. 

10/670.091 


APPLICANT 

ABRAMS, Louis Brown 


FILING DATE 

September 23, 2003 


GROUP ART 
1772 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



♦EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROP. 




1 


6,249,297 


6/19/2001 


Lion 


347 


171 






2 


D 66,035 


11/24 


Mcintosh 


D6 


593 






3 


6,170,881 


01/09/01 


Salmon et al. 


283 


91 






4 


6,113,149 


09/05/00 


Dukatz 


283 


91 






5 


6,102,686 


08/15/00 


Eschenfelder 


425 


388 






6 


5,922,436 


07/13/1999 


Banfield et al. 


428 


100 






7 


5,622,587 


04/22/97 


Barthelman 


156 


251 






8 


D 366,654 


01/96 


Lovegrove et al. 


D14 


114 






9 


D 365, 342 


12/95 


Evenson et al. 


D14 


114 






10 


5,248,536 


09/28/93 


Du Katz 


428 


40 






11 


5,217,781 


06/08/93 


Kuipers 


428 


85 






12 


5,217,563 


06/08/93 


Niebling et al. 


156 


382 






13 


5,207,851 


05/04/93 


Abrams 










14 


5,154,871 


10/13/92 


Wagner et al. 


264 


255 






15 


5,026,591 


06/25/1991 


Henn et al. 


428 


198 






16 


5,009,950 


04/23/91 


Wagner et al. 


428 


290 






17 


4,980,216 


12/25/90 


Rompp 


428 


90 






18 


4,834,502 


05/89 


Bristol et al. 


D14 


114x 






19 


4,812,247 


03/14/89 


Fahner et al. 


252 


511 






20 


4,797,320 


01/10/89 


Kopp et al. 


428 


316.6 






21 


4.793.884 


1 2/27/88 


Horikiri 


156 


247 





EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
4811-9-CON 


SERIAL NO. 

10/670,091 


APPLICANT 

ABRAMS, Louis Brown ! 


FILING DATE 

September 23, 2003 


GROUP ART 
1772 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IFAPPROP. 




22 


4,790,306 


12/13/88 


Braun et al. 


128 


206.12 






23 


4,582,658 


04/15/86 


Reichmann et al. 


264 


45.1 






24 


4,539,166 


09/03/85 


Richartz et al. 


264 


45.1 






25 


4,388,134 


06/14/83 


Long et al. 


156 


248 






26 


4,369,157 


01/18/83 


Conner 


264 


246 






27 


4,340,623 


07/20/82 


Justus 


427 


361 






28 


4,314,955 


02/09/82 


Boden et al. 


264 


51 






29 


4,160,851 


07/10/79 


Lienert et al. 


427 


379 






30 


4,120,713 


10/17/1978 


Jensen et al. 


156 


72 






31 


4,102,562 


07/25/78 


Harper et al. 


350 


105 










\jm lull f 




AOR 


RR 
00 






33 


3,816,060 


06/11/74 


Koskolos 


431 


350 






34 


D 195,245 


05/63 


Edesess 


D6 


583 






35 


D 162,533 


03/51 


Goldfarb 


D6 


593 






36 


D 125,860 


03/41 


Haas 


D6 


593 






37 


D 122,192 


08/40 


De Moreau 


D6 


593 






38 


D 114,814 


05/39 


Hoos 


D6 


593 






39 


D 108,581 


02/38 


Robinson 


D6 


583x 






40 


1,905,989 


04/25/33 


Safir et al. 


428 


189 






41 


29/058,551 




Abrams 






8/19/96 




42 


09/548,839 




Abrams 






4/13/00 



















EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
4811-9-CON 


SERIAL NO. 

10/670,091 


APPLICANT 

ABRAMS, Louis Brown 


FILING DATE 

September 23, 2003 


GROUP ART 
1772 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


Ur\ 1 L_. 


mi jntry 




SUB 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 




43 


FR2 784 619 


4/21/2000 


"1 at lUc 

(English abstract included) 


B41M 


5/035 


Y 
/\ 

(Abstract 
uniy) 






44 


CD o o-in 4 AO. 


f\7 /AC/7 A 

U f iKJOf ( 4 


France 


o440 


1/00 




X 




A 

40 


FR 2 659 094 


03/02/90 


France 
(English abstract included) 


D06Q 


1/14 


A 

(Abstract 
Only) 






46 


FR 1 .480.860 


05/12/67 


France 


B44d 


C08g 




X 




47 


GB 1 447 049 


08/25/76 


Great Britain 


B32B 


21 IM 








48 


JP 356058824A 


05/22/81 


Japan 

(English abstract included) 


B29C 


27 71 4 


X 

(Abstract 
Only) 






49 


JP 358062027A 


04/13/83 


Japan 

(English abstract attached) 


B2D 


027/04 


X 

(Abstract 
Only) 






50 


JP02000084977 


03/28/00 


Japan 

(English abstract included) 


B29C 


45/16 


X 

(Abstract 
Only) 






51 


WO 02/09925 A1 


02/07/02 


PCT 


B29C 


45/14 








52 


WO 02/058854 A1 


08/01/02 


PCT 


B05D 


1/14 








53 


WO 02/07959 A1 


01/31/02 


PCT 


B32B 


5/00 








54 


WO 03/031083 A1 


04/17/03 


PCT 

(English abstract included) 


B05D 


5/00 

























EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and j 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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SHEET 4 OF 4 



FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
4811-9-CON 


SERIAL NO. 

10/670,091 


APPLICANT 

ABRAMS, Louis Brown 


FILING DATE 

September 23, 2003 


GROUP ART 
1772 



OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 





55 


"A Rua Fit for a Mouse." 77me Maaazine (Seat. 28. 1998) d. 96. 




56 


Declaration of L. Brown Abrams under 37 CFR §1,132. For 09/621,830 dated January 7, 2003 




57 


Landwehr; "When is a mouse pad really a rug?" The Denver Business Journal (Nov. 1998), at 
http://denver.bizjoumals.corn/denver/stories/1998/11/30/story3.html. 




58 


Lextra® MouseRug®; "Dimensions" (Jan. 27, 1999), http://www.mousenjQ.com/mouseruq/dimensions.html. 1 paae. 




59 


Lextra® MouseRug®; "MouseRug Components" (Jan. 27, 1999), httD://www.mouseruq.com/mouseruq/mousecomp.html, 1 paqe. 




60 


"Magic Carpet," Wired (Nov. 1998), p. 68. 




61 


"New pads for computer mice now cutting a different rug," USA Today (Oct. 26, 1998), p. D1. 




62 


"Rugs for Rodents," Newsweek (Nov. 9, 1998), p. 8. 









EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and ! 
not considered. Include corjy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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